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English Version

1.  Answer any two of the following questions: [2x5]
a) Why did Arabians invade India? Give your views.
b) Assess the nature of the invasion of Md. Ghori. How far did it make an impact on the Indian
political situation?
c) Write a short essay on the segmentary model.
d) How do you explain the Kali Crisis in early medieval India?
e) Write a note on the condition of Vishnuism and Saivism in the early medieval period.

2. Answer any two of the following questions: [2x15]
a) Give a critical account of the sources available for the re-construction of early medieval Indian
history.

b) What are the major issues and arguments given by historians in the feudal debates about
charactizing early medieval India?

c) Review the Agriculture and Agricultural Technology in Early medieval India.

d) Describe the internal — regional and maritime trade scenario in early medieval India from c.
750-1200CE.

e) Discuss the architectural style of early medieval India.
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NOTE FOR STUDENTS: THIS SECTION IS TO BE ATTEMPTED FIRST. TIME FOR COMPLETION
OF THIS SECTION IS 15 MINUTES. AFTER COMPLETION SUBMIT IT TO THE INVIGILATORS ON
DUTY. NON COMPLYING WITH THIS INSTRUCTION WILL RESULT IN PENALTY. NOTE MCQ
MUST BE SUBMITTED 15 MINUTES AFTER COMMENCEMENT OF EXAM.

Answer all the questions given below. Tick (v') the correct option : [1x10]

1. In which language and culture was early South Indian bhakti deeply rooted?

a) Sanskrit and North Indian b) Hindi and Punjabi
c) Tamil language and Culture d) Telugu and Kannada

2. What does the Tamil word arul refer to?
a) Temple rituals b) Love of god for his devotee
c) War and bravery d) Poetic meter

3. What is Tirumurukarruppatai?
a) Atemple b) A King's biography
c) A poem about Murugan d) A Sanskrit scripture

4. In Shaiva bhakti, the relationship between god and devotee is often compared to:
a) Parentand child b) Teacher and student
c) Master and slave d) Friend and companion

5.  What does the threat to call Shiva a "madman™ (pitta) reveal about the nature of bhakti in these
poems?

a) It reflects disrespect toward deities

b) In emphasizes poetic freedom

c) Inshows a deeply personal and emotionally charged bond between devotee and god
d) In demonstrates political critique

6. Who compiled the hymns of the 12 Alvars into the Nalayira Divya Prabandham?
a) Manikkavachakar b) Ramanuja c) Garudavahana d) Nathamuni

7. Which work is considered the first major hagiography of the Alvars?
a) Tiruvachakam b) Bhagavata Purana c) Divyasuricharitam d) Periya Puranam



10.

According to Friedhelm Hardy's analysis, early Alvar religiosity was marked by :
a) Emphasis on Vedic ritual purity

b) Rejection of temple worship

c¢) Prominence of the Krishna avatara and temple-centered devotion

d) Focus on ascetic renunciation

The shift in geographical focus of Alvar activity mentioned by Hardy moved from :
a) South Kerala to the Himalayas

b) North India to Sri Lanka

c) Venkatam-Kanchi area to south Tamil Nadu and then to Shriragam

d) Western India to northern Tamil Nadu

What does the story of Nandanar and Tiruppan Alvar illustrate?

a) The exclusion of all non-Brahmanas from temples

b) That devotion alone could grant access to the divine, even to those considered 'untouchable’
c) That temple access was unrestricted in early medieval times

d) That both saints rejected temple worship entirely




